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Biosynthesis of Steroidal Saponins in Herbs

ZHANG Xue, WANG Xi-fu, ZHAO Rong-hua, YU Jie, GU Wen, FU Xing-qing,
CAO Guan-hua’, HE Sen
(School of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Yunnan University of Chinese Medicine, Kunming 650500, China)

[ Abstract | Steroidal saponins are efficacious substances wildly existed in the herbs, and consist of
glycosyl and steroid sapogenin. The biosynthesis pathways of steroidal saponins mainly include the cytosolic
mevalonate (MVA) pathway and the plastidial methylerythritol 4-phosphate (MEP) pathway, with the MVA
pathway as the main pathway. The key enzymes are involved in the biosynthetic pathway, including 3-hydroxy-
3-methyl glutaryl coenzyme A reductase(HMGR ) , 1-deoxy-D-xylulose 5-phosphate synthase(DXS) , 1-deoxy-D-
xylulose-5-phosphatereduetoisomerase (DXR ) , farnesyl pyrophosphate synthase (FPS) , squalene synthase(SS) ,
squalene epoxidase (SE) , cycloartenol synthase (CAS) , cytochrome P450 (CYP450) , and
steroidalglycosyltransferase (SGTase). In the paper, the biosynthesis roadmap of steroidal saponins was
optimized based on previous studies. According to a comprehensive analysis on studies of key enzymes for the
past five years, genes, like HMGR,SS, CYP450 and UGT, were studied more, while other genes, like FPS, SE,
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CAS, were known less. In conclusion, current studies still focus on the primary stage, but lack direct evidence

for the roles of key enzymes. This paper would provide a reference and theoretical support for subsequent

studies.
herbs;
mevalonate (MVA) pathway

[Key words] steroidal saponins;
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T A AR AR 3-78 -3 - H O 2 kAT A (3-hydroxy-3-
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Fig. 1 Biosynthetic pathway of steroidal saponins in plant
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Table 1 Key enzymes in biosynthesis pathway of steroidal saponins and their functions

KRGS it 25 Y TR REAAE
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(Eucommia ulmoides )" s T EuHMGR 2[4, 4
B IR 43 BT e B 12 5 DR T I f 25 i R Gk T 7R
HR H SR IR 55, ) o X632 A PR AR A7 8 Bk B A D 52 59 59
Wk, & ¥ EuHMGR e /v T BBk v FE2 R 19 2 )
G GU Z RS (Alisma plantago) W b [

T AoHMGR HE P, I 78 KM 35 A A 200 Jf vh R A7
TRAR IR ARSI AR I 52 5 Fl GC-MS 43 BT i 7 1%
77 W) BE % i /b HMG-CoA #l NADPH JE Ji MVA , Jf
K AoHMGRTEM ZEh ) Rk d i . Wk
EERENE2,

R2 MALRAEYVEHGEETEYVERXEBEREYZEEE(2015—2019F)

Table 2 Bioinformation of key enzyme genes for biosynthesis pathway of steroidal saponins in herbs from 2015 to 2019

HFEXT 43

el w4 EWE  AKibp ORFbp A L AEM GenBank
kDa (1P) M~ P
HMGR K258 H % (Paris fargesii) Pf-HMGR 1973 1728 62.13 847 575 JX508638 [16]
8 145 (Bacopa monnieri) 1770 1770 62.61  8.32 589  HM222607
/NG ( Clematis armandii) 1874 1737 6213 847 578  JN830626
H# (Glycyrrhiza uralensis) GuHMGR 1819 1722  60.57 7.06 573 GQ845405
AP CE. ulmoides) EuHMGR 2281 1733 6331 6.83 590  AY796343
T NTE (T wilfordii) 1867 1740 61.68  6.98 579 KU246037
Ji& 235 ( Dioscorea zingiberensis) 2077 1758 6231  7.47 585 KC960674
%L (Gentiana macrophylla) GmHMGR?2 1871 1743 6278 635 580  JQ995755
A2 (Panax ginseng) 1785 1785 63.62  8.40 594  KM386695
Je IR ¥ ( Gentiana lutea) 1972 1650 5892 585 549  AB027189
kB2 A4 fifH( Dendrobium catenatum ) 2036 1689 59.76 6.18 562 JX909333
TN (E. senticosus) 2217 1713 61.06 7.83 570 JQ905593
=& (Panax notoginseng) HMGR 3947 1770 63.04  6.49 589  KJ804166 [17]
=L (P. notoginseng) PnHMGR 1893 1725 6176  6.60 574 KJ578757 [18]
15 (A. plantago) AoHMGR 2252 1809 64.60  7.87 602  KP342318 [15]
GRHMGR-1 1747 1697 60.65  5.69 565 [19]
TP ( Gentiana rigescens)
GRHMGR-2 1731 1572 5582 548 523
4 (Psammosilene tunicoides) HMGR 1716 1641 58.0 546 [20-21]
FPS JEIRJT4F % (O. saundersiae) OsaFPPS 1327 1044 40.09  5.01 347  KF509889 [22-23]
N W& (Fritillaria cirrhosa) FPS 1059 1059 40.10 5.10 352 MG674920  [24]
EHNBE(T wilfordii) TwFPSI 1345 1029 3954 554 342 KMO058711  [25]
TwFPS2 1312 1029 3954 528 342 KMO058712
KAt (E. ulmoide) EuFPPsl 1047 1047  40.04 348 KC468535 [26]
EuFPPs2 1029 1029 3955 342 KC468536
15 (A. orientale) FPPS 1541 1032 343 [27-28]
BB (P, tunicoides) FPS 1135 1029 39 342 [20]
SQS FEHRJT 4% (0. saundersiae) 0cSQOS1 1230 409 [29]
Wi UL ) (Fritillaria thunbergii) FtSQS 1230 1122 374  KF551097 [30]
N2 (P. ginseng) SS 1390 1248 47.02 636 415 EU502717 [31]
1329 1248 47.12 415 GU183406
1335 1248 47.13 415 GQ468527
1476 1248  47.06 415 ABI115496
1434 1248  47.06 415 ABO010148
=-k(P. notoginseng) 1270 1248 47.17 415 DQI186630
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fxss: EENCE T GenBank
P10 U RES KA 24 4 /bp ORF/bp ikt "N o 223k
KDa (1P) A 9
42 (S. miltiorrhiza) SmSQS2 1597 1245 414 KM244731  [32]
SmSQS2 1597 1245 47.16 7.16 414 KM408605  [33]
SmSQS1 6279 1242 4735  6.60 413 JQ763409 [34]
SmSQS2 7200 1245 4716  7.16 414 JQ763410
TN (T wilfordii) TwSQS 1800 1242 4720 7.94 413 KR401220 [35]
TwSQS 1242 4941 413 [36]
JEFNM. officinali) MoSQS 1240 46.68  7.93 409 KT223496 [37]
J& 25 (D. zingiberensis) DzSQOS 1453 1230 46.0 6.20 409  KC960673 [38]
PEV5 (A. orientale) AoSS 1577 1230 46.0 409 IX866770 [39]
LLAERE ¥R (Trichosanthes rubriflos) SS 1466 1254 47.59 7.90 417 [40]
B [ (Astragalus membranaceus) 1899 1242 413 KP890854 [41-42]
SE LW (G. pentaphyllum) GpSE1 1578 1578 525 KX427578 [43]
1818 1578 525 FJ906798
N BE T wilfordii) TwSEI 1578 1578 57.42  8.65 525 MF989106 [44]
TwSE2 1584 1584 5759 8.84 527  MH593246
TwSE3 1581 1581 57.10 8.88 526  MH593247
TwSE4 1584 1584 5735 898 527  MH593248
TwSES5 1101 1101 4091 948 366  MHS593249
=+ (P. notoginseng) 2054 1623 540  KJ804171 [45]
1635 1635 544 KJ946468
1835 (Polygala tenuifolia) SE 1652 1587 57.88 8.77 528  MG917041
K2 (Pseudostellaria heterophylla) SQEI 2038 1554 5670  8.80 517 [46]
TN (T wilfordii) TwSE1 1578 1578 5734  8.74 525 MG717395  [47]
TwSE2 1584 1584 5754 897 527  MG717396
T A% (P. polyphylla var. yunnanensis) ppSEI 1932 1578 56.88 9.19 525 [48]
ppSEI 1828 1548 5535 8.74 515
4 % (Conyza blinii H.Lév) 1575 57.00 7.55 525 [49]
EB(P. tunicoides) SE-1 1642 1578 525 [50]
SE-2 1552 1446 481
Z& ¥ (Sanghuangporus lonicericola) IbSE1 1856 1452 55.12 8.41 483 [51-52]
CAS B (T foenum-graecum) TfCAS 2271 2271 756  KX148475  [53-54]
2% (C. borivilianum) 2277 2277 86.19  5.89 758  KM245581  [55-56]
CYP450 FE (P polyphylla) PpCYP90B27 1455 1455 5489 836 484 KX904822  [57-58]
22 (C. borivilianum) CYP450 1695 1458 5544 870 485  KM245583  [55]
JI| LB ( Fritillaria cirrhosa) CYP90BI 1476 1476 491 KX168703 [59]
CYP71DS55 1644 1644 547  KX168698
CYP9441 1356 1356 451 KX168699
CYP71A1 1536 1536 511 KX168706
CYP51 1467 1467 488  KX168705
CYP73446 1548 1548 515 KX168707
CYP74B2 1446 1446 481 KX168708
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fxss: SN AR GenBank
PS i Y4 S 44 4K /bp ORF/bp T JFifit 2 30k
KDa (1P) M~ ErRE
JEEE#E (P, polyphylla var. yunnanensis) 870 870  31.53  5.63 289 [60]
B (P. tunicoides) PtCYP450 1612 1560 60.00 6.58 519 [61]
AL (E. senticosus) CYP7164244 1721 1446 54.01 481 [62-63]
SGTase % (C. borivilianum) CbS3GT 1695 62.02 6.14 564 [55]
#1171 fiH(Dendrobium huoshanense) IRXY9 1553 1047 3935 7.26 348 MH507317  [64]
P12 (S. miltiorrhiza) SmUF3GT 1390 1353 4925  6.50 450 [65]
4 4 (Lonicera japonica) LjUGT7IEI 1503 55.58  5.09 501 [66]
JNM4 0T (Ligustrum quihoui) xynzUGT 1598 1440 5483 582 480 MF669124  [67]
EHBU(P. tunicoides) PtT1 1529 1377 5125 580 458 [68]
UGT71G1 1402 1107 4105 6.03 368 [69]
UGT 1581 1335 4976  6.25 444 [70]
121 JfE ¥ ( Houttuynia cordata) UGT75C1 1787 1461 53.18 5.22 486 [71]
%5 B} 5 ( Leonurus heterophyllus) LhsUGT 1562 1368 50.47 5.52 455 [72]
=5 W4 52 K (Rhodiola sachalinensis) UGT72B14-2 1422 1422 5149  6.30 473 KX262844 [73]

2.2 FPSYEfS IR AWM PR FREEE FPSE
— S SO B R, R R R TR IR — R
B, HAEAL 5B JFF A9 IPP A1 DMAPP L 1~4 3k )&
LR 45 A 5 B 15 Bk A9 FPP2Y 8L ) FPS
A2 EETRLARNIET BN UEHEIRYA
I S BEIR (APP) K IPP 45 A i ™. HATE 2
6 Rl 25 A 4 th 315 T FPS 24 5L/ )3 41, HL K BE A
342~352 aa, fH X} 40 F i & 294 40 kDa, #H X AR5,
AT UL 2, H ETG 24 R Y FPS il Y F 5T
ZAEPTIET SR . GUO SRR T4 4 8
F| OsaFPPS 3 A, 3 LA IPP F1 DMAPP 1 4 Ji§ ¥
4lifb )5 1 OsaFPPS & 11 #E 47T Dy g 4 1, HLil i3 GC-
MS #i & T H 75 ¥ i FPP. ZHAO %5 W\ 5 /A Tk
(Tripterygium wilfordii) ™ e B T 2 %% FPS [if§ J [
TwFPS1 Fll TwFPS2, /& S HAE AR v B R 58 75K
FIHR TG (MeTA) AL FRE 3R, I 3048 T 3L N By &
AR 38 3 R AN B R SE 50 6 LT BB HEAT T 30 0E

2.3 SSTEMMRBH AP REME  SS UK
b ff e d A T LU AR P 23 T FPP 1 R R A AR L
i, R MG R LB NN A A 0 S Y R
B LR AR, H AT 20 DA 10 B 25 FH AR 9 b v
WiZ RN, & 374~417 aa, X 4> T & 200 47
kDa, LIU %™ MR IR 5 4F 5 thsi B i T SS SE A
OcSQS1, I3l 1k K o ¥ A W S PR 3R 3R AR A5 1 T ¥ 1k
LY OcSOS1 Z AR B 5% & B 1% 28 742 (R fig 18 47
I AL FPP 44k o0 ff % 0% . RONG % ZHANG
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AR ZHA U0 BN 2 (Salvia miltiorrhiza) , 5
IS THE L JEAN (Magnolia officinali) W 55 H T A0 SS
K SmSQS2, TwSQS, MoSQS, I 1% 86 3k K it 47
THE M RE ML L, S5 FPP A
NADPH — 2 i & , i i GC-MS 4 ] & B AE & 41 )
IR A AR A I B £ I 5 LA A B TwSOS
FEPRFE AR vy ROk, OO ZE A JF HOaZ AR
fEMeJACHL S LB 2 R KRR, k2.

2.4 SETEMMKBE GNP MERILMAE SEFFLE
TN BT I B RORE AR TR R A T s (A ) B
A 0 SN B AR AR R o 3R SRR e A
B L R S AR T R AR R R
LR P DR A A R A O R S A T
YA BGERE T — AR BRI R, B
HIE 28 DN 9 Bl 2 R Al W v v B % B TR, Hh 366~
544 aa g % 1M i, He o AE 500 aa 72 47 (14 25 FAE 4
Z , M XF 4 F i 29 O 40~60 kDa, L3 2. GUO
LEUSIN 28 [ W (Gynostemma pentaphyllum) W 35 15
T — % GpSE1 3 N | il i 9 o5 ok & 8, 4hnt h
GpSE1 565 5 W 5 T it 2k AR 25 | 3X 5 1%
JE R 1) 20 UKy Sk e Ak M — 3, L R B4 it A
i GpSEL K AE MeTA 4b B 48 B0 & 25 19
FIk U LAG Ok 2 (A BE 5 MeJA R B 1 T
1 , GpSE1 W) 3R ik N 23 FE 82 3 9 | & W] MeJA Xf
GpSE1 #3ik K% W E WO EAEH . ZHOU 45 )\
TFAHER FEBEH T 5 45 SE RN TwSEs1~5, TwSEs1~
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4K MeJA S5 5 H Al 218 Sk 2k M — 3k, 1
TwSES Hl MeJA 5 3 5 , 7 AN [A] 14 21 21 38 38
3, N N % FE ORI Y MeJA /935 S 5 [ i
CRISPR-Cas9 T H. i i & [ i b5 ok #4 # ERG 1 %848
I¥ BE 55 5E TwSE BT RE , & 3 R TwSEs1~4 Al LATE
IR B H AN ERG1 AL EERE

2.5 CASTEMIABH AR RRILIE  CASHE
g i Ak 2, 3-8 Ak AR 0 1) A S A S S0 A 3R
B ol P Ak, B B B T o [ 1 5% B A i th 2
AR 22 Fl 0§55 I S 655 MR ) 5 A ) B A A v i
BIAMEEE . Sk A m(DS)EF 2, 3-AlkE
I X — s [ A 9 S5 O I R R S AR S A
AR AE =W S, I CAS £ A 45 5 =
AW AWM. B AT E 2 M\ 25 IR 48
(Trigonella foenum-graecum) F M % (Chlorophytum
borivilianum ) T vl B T iz 5 N, H % & K 2 3 1R 7
HI K BE 43 1 K 756 aa Al 758 aa, HoAH X 4 7 R 4
80 kD, UL 3 2. X A il 45 R FH e BE 35 R G Xt
TFCAS & FiF AT T DI RB 4RI , 25 R R X B (e 1%
T B T o ) 5 i, O DR A S R AR s A Ak
MR ZR A P B R TACAS SN, R %A
(1) 2838 KR o, ELAR 2F 7 2 v -2 £ R
BERNAED A -

2.6 CYP450 7 fi§ f& B2 17 & B g 3% 3k 8
CYP450 /&) IZAA7E T 3h ) AW 4 T S T 55 2
ML M R - 1 M R R R E
F1 R W i 4 B, AR 43 7 5 i 29 50 kDa, A 1R
ST Y I 21 3R S5 48 B, HoAR 28 7 91y “FxGxRxCxG”,
T 9 bR 4 % CYP450 (19 1 B ARE . CYP450
J2— i A U 0 40 , W NAD(P)H 3875 B 75 L fit ik
PSR B FRTE AN 6 Fh 2 R4 b e T
ZH A, 289~547 aa 4 i 17 A% , AH XT3 T 0 B 2 Ky
30~60 kDa, Wl 2 2. YIN 4% )\ & % (Paris
polyphylla) 1 3k45 T CYP450 %L K PpCYP90B27, If:
T o PRI BB ) S U AR IR UE B % 3 TR G A i Ak IR
B W B 22 (R) -2 3 AR [ W A ol . 260400 DA T
¥ (P. polyphylla var. yunnanensis) ¥ i 45 5] T 1
2 CYPASO LA, JF 8 Tz B W R R I8 R4,
i i3 SDS-PAGE Hi K I 1F £ (1 e k45 S | [ isf i it
S 7¢O 5 R R A B B 38 5 R (Reat-time PCR)
S B DR 7 AR 25 P 0 R 0K R e v R 0 AR ZE A
HR R R 2 4% R R g FA R 2ZE AR K
JO Z5120 Wi T4 ( Eleutherococcus senticosus) ' 7E
BEARAR T CYP7164244 3 [H | I 76 B B F1 0 52 3k 3%

KRR PIESIZE A S5 FHURR A G K
2.7 SGTase 7£ i & B2 47 & Wb 9 % 35 0 #
SGTase JEEWIAN — A Fi k2 BAmEL—
PE Y e BE DR GET  ELA AHBLAY 45 R S, HL A ]
o T M W R A B8 Tl R Ak 43 T R Ak 1B
R, P T T M R DA R s I A T R — A % b
R BRY/NG TARE AR T IR AR Y K
FE) P9 AN B MR A5 . H AT E e DA 9 B 24 IR
Yy TE B L Z L IR, i 348~564 aa i i 11 1, A X4
5 i 20 8 30~60 kDa, WL 2, ZELTHLSE O P2
H SmUF3GT R B9 K, HAE M S &
IR O AR > G > 2 > > eSS > I SR >R 7E I AE T
S 3k i R M S > > A0S ZES MRS S G > AR, B
M W2 5 DR AT BB S A8 T 4 M SR A A DA K 4 i
RN PUR =Rt/ 3 NN e S N
3 FKIBEE5RE

S U 2R O A A b — 2 R AR
Yy, AE38 5 25 AR Y vh & i 5 AR SCER X S 4R 2
FH A Wy 85 4 2 17 A2 W0 6 LR 8 B L G S il I 1R 1
FHOCHF 52 HEAT T 4 BT, & I SCRF o 2 24 v
T S il 35 TR %) o B R D) BB S a2 5 I LR AL i
T 45 4 18 R e S5 KT 1 9 4 ML OF 9 A b
Z RGN SRR T
FLE5 Ky Z R RS0 T )12 2 T R R W A
JoT, PR LA K 24 RO 2 T e 4 R i
S, EE T AR R T AR AR A A i SR D
WK, B RBAC, O L R R AR S
A A 1 R 0 ok TR O 5 S L 24 TR 0 b R
B A R L AE A BGER  R A E
Wy B AR DL R AR S 85 5% 5 T ik ok AR 7 B AT o B
FRATF 5T AT .

B & BLAC o> T2 A RUEY F Rl
MAEYE B AN SW T NS B E, fEG
SEF5E f, W] ) H] CRISPR-Cas9 & i 2B ¥ K T
H, SR FH 2 D9 4 4 8 R ST T R T RE A b
1 52 AR IR I 5 B AURAT A RIS A IR A
T AW A BR AR 0 OCEE D IR B S AR B AT A
A I R 2 B FD X A BB 9 e L L
BE AN, 3 AT R A AR TR B R B A Sk ALl
J¥, AT T AN ) 24 A 9 5 R e A AR R AR 1 22
S, IR 2k s H v ) OGRS I 5E A T R L v RN
Ty fe g5 Uk 5 3 AT 2k P 8K T8 4 i A5 O B il 2 P 1 3R
ik R B AR R AR A R [ 2R ] i
RO FR AR, R R 40 R 8 35 VAL 4005 97 ARG
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Fr MR VR IR A A RN R B R AR A AR
T 500 A5 5 1 0 AR AR S L AT R
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